OBSERVATION S 


M 


LETTERS OF LORD FITZW 
20 
LORD CARLISLE, 
(REPRINTED FROM THE DUBLIN JOURNAL) 


WITH THE 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE DUBLIN CATHOLICS, 


ON 


THE 23d. OF DECEMBER, 5 U 8 


THE 2 V7 ® 
ADDRESSES OF THE CATHOLICS: 


or 


DUBLIN AND WESTMEATH. 


HIS 
LORDSHIPS ANSWERS; 


AND THE 


OATH OF A PRIVY-COUNS——R 
ANN EXE PD. 
——— —— —— —— 
| DUB IL I N: 
PRINTED BY THOMAS BURNSIDE, 


AND SOLD 


AT No. 15, PARLIAMENT-STREET. 


1795+ 


bl 


4 


* 3 4 * 
* 
it 
* 
ro 
Fd 
* 
— 
—— i 
* 
7 bn : [ 
* 
* 
* 

0 


* 


OBSERVATIONS, Ge. 


Lorp F M having diſtributed to a va- 
riety of nis friends, copies of two Letters he had 
written to Lord C —E in Vindication of his 
conduct, Mr. H. Fitzpatrick, Printer to the 
Catholic Committee, has thought proper to 
publiſh them. Such a meaſure ought ſurely to 
have been left to his Lordſhip's enemies. 


His Lordſhip firſt ſuppoſes all his diſmiſſals 
and meaſures (but particularly his conduct on 
the Catholic queſtion) to be the grounds of his 
recall: He then aſſerts that the Catholic queſtion 
has nothing to do with it, and that the diſmiſſal 
of Mr. Zh alone is the real cauſe of his 
diſgrace : Laſtly, ke rjeq;s thoſe grounds alto- 
gether, and aſcribes his A to an original 
determination in Mer Pfrr, at the time of the 
coalition, to diſcredit him and his friends. It 
is a proof of weakneſs to ſhift the ground of 
defence; but it is a ſtill greater proof of weak- 
A neſs 
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neſs to fly from ſacts to inſinuation, from argu- 
ment to perſonality. 


Lord F M ſeems to have omitted no 
poſſible mode of defence, ſince he has even re- 
vealed the ſecrets of his Sovereign, and diſcloſed 
the confidential correſpondence of the Cabinet. 
Had ſuch a diſcioſure juſtified his Lordſhip, it 
would even then be difficult to excuſe it; but 
as it palpably condemns him, he is in every 
light unpardonable. 


This breach of official confidence is made for 
the purpoſe of ſhewing that he acted from au- 
thority in his conduct on the Catholic queſtion, 
and that it was not the cauſe of his recall, Let 
us examine his 8 prooſs: 


He firſt l that he 1 had A in 
Cabinet, “that additional_indulgences to the 
« Catholics ſhould be offered from the Throne ; 
„but that to this propoſal objections were 
„ ſtated that appeared of ſufficient. weight to 
e induce the adoption of another plan.” He 
«© then ſtates, that he conſented not to bring 
forward the ſebject on the part of the Go- 
e vernment, but rather to endeavour to keep it 
back until a period of more general tranqui- 
« lity, when ſo many material objects might 
ee not preſs upon Government. 
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Thus it appears that Lord F— M was in- 
ſtructed to keep the Catholic queſtion back till a 
Peace, and that he had conſented to do fo it 
pothble. Yet at the very period of his making 
this engagement with the Cabinet, his own con- 
fidential Miniſter, Mr. Gx, was bringing 
the Catholics forward, and teaching them to 
petition for a repeal of every reſttictive law, 
from every pariſh in the kingdom. On his 
Lordſhip's arrival on the 14th of January, he 
finds that “ the Catholic petitions to Parlia- 
% ment were prepared, but that he was happy 
& the buſineſs was in the hands of Mr. G N;“ 
nevertheleſs he writes on the 8th to the Cabinet, 
that he would obey their inſtructions, and © uſe 
what efforts he could to ſtop the progreſs 
Cv.” | 


Every man in Ireland knew early in De- 
cember, that Mr. G N was to be Lord 
F——— M's Miniſter: Every man knew that 
about the 15th of December he had meetings 
with Mr. BVRNE and others of the Catholic 
Committee, wherein it was ſettled that the 
Catholic Body ſhould come forward with Peti- 
tions to Parliament; and every man had read 
the Proceedings of the Catholics of Dublin on 
the 23d of December, wherein it is reſolved to 
demand the repeal of aLL reſtriftive Laws what- 


ever. 
| | A 2 Was 
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Was Mr. G—x, (as Miniſter to Lord 
F W M), authoriſed to bring the Catho- 
lies forward? If he was, Lord F M is con- 
victed on his own ſtatement: If he acted with- 
out authority, did Lord F M diſavow him? 
And if he did not, with what fincerity did his 
Lordſhip write on the $th of January, that 
« he would uſe every effort to keep the queſtion 
« back?” And on what pretence could he ſay, 
that “ he was happy to find the queſtion in the 
« hands of Mr. G N, who had thus com- 
mitted him without his authority, and againſt 
his inſtructions? 


But Lord F M muſt have ſurely 
known what paſſed in Ireland previous to his 
leaving London; for Mr. G N ſaw Mr. 
Byrne, and ſettled every proceeding with him 
about the 15th of December, and he could 
hardly have failed communicating the ſteps he 
had taken to Lord FitzwiLLIAM, to whom he 
was Miniſter : So that Lord F M muſt 
have known what had paſſed in Ireland before 


he left London, which was not till the laſt day 
of the year. | 


As to the idea of Lord F ——M © giving 

% a handſome ſupport to the meaſure if it 
„could not be kept back:“ this admiſſion is 
no excuſe whatſoever, if he uſed no efforts to 
do ſo; and Gin merely be conſtrued, that he 
Was 


(31 
was to ſupport. the meaſure if it could not be 
reſiſted, after every effort made. 


How then does the fact ſtand? The actual 
bringing forward of the queſtion was the work 
of Lord F M's Miniſter : This Miniſter 
was not difavowed. When Lord F————xM 
received the Addreſs of the Catholics, he gave 
the moſt encouraging Anſwer to their hopes, 
and the moſt decided approbation of his 
Mitriſter. It will be allowed that theſe were 
efforts, but they were efforts not to delay, but 
to urge on the Catholic claims; they were all N 
contrary to the tenor of his inſtructions; nor Y 
does his Lordſhip attempt to produce one fingle 


exertion which he made in compliance with 
them. 


The diſpatch of the 8th of January has been 
mentioned, wherein his Lordſhip ſtates, ©« that 
* he ſhould immediately uſe every efſort to 

keep back the Catholic queſtion.” The 
Cabinet of courſe conceived that his Lordſhip 
was fincere and determined; they felt, perhaps, 
confident (and they had every reaſon to feel fo) J 
that if his Lordſhip exerted himſelf according J 
to his promiſe, he would have been ſucceſsful; 
and of courſe due credit is given to his Lord- 
ſhip, and no anſwer is returned to a letter 

— Which did not require one. 
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On the 15th of January his Excellency 
writes another diſpatch, and ſtates his anſwer to 
the Catholics, in which he conceived © he had 
„ kept clear of all ſpecific engagements,” but 
* urges the grant of all the Catholics wiſhed ;” 
and he gives notice, © that if he received no 
very peremptory orders to the contrary, he 
* ſhould acquieſce.“ He then, with apparent 


| Juſtice, complains that no anſwer was returned 


to him till the 8th of February. His Excel- 
lency omits ſtating, firſt, that his diſpatch of 
the 15th of January (being delayed in Ireland 
by contrary winds) did not arrive in London 
until the 27th of January: and 2dly, that 
Lord M N received a letter from a Cabinet 
Miniſter (Mr. Wx) on the 2d of Feb. 
„ giving intimation of diſcontent among his 
de colleagues in England.” Where is now his 
Lordſhip's ground of complaint? Five days 
after his diſpatch of the 15th arrived in Eng- 
land, notice was ſent that his conduf? gave diſ- 
content; and on the 7th of February, a final 
Cabinet on that conduct is held, and poſitive 
orders are ſent him on the 8th to adhere to the 
original inſtructions he had received, and which, 


from his letter of the 8th of January, it appears 


he fully underſtood; and his. Lordſhip 1s ac- 
quaipted, that his putting off the Catholic 
queſtion until the peace, © may be of more 
g effential ſervice than any act of any Miniſter 
* &« ſince 
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fine the Revolution, at leaſt fince the Union." 
On receiving this diſpatch, merely confining 
him to his firſt inſtructions and original engage- 
ments, does he make any effort to comply or 
obey ? Does he call for the advice of the King's 
ſervants? Does he apply to his friends for ſup- 
port? Does he endeavour to check the Catho- 
lics? So far from adopting ſuch meaſures; he 
gives not himſelf a moment's time to conſider- 
and deliberate : he anſwers the diſpatch with 
precipitancy and pation, by return of the poſt, 
* expreſſes his ſurpriſe at being now preſſed for 
e the firſt time,” (although it was his original 
engagement to do ſo) © to defer the queſtion : 
« poſitively refuſes to run the riſk,” and, in 
the moſt violent language, declines “ to be 
e the perſon” (fo he is pleaſed to ſtate) “ to 
„ raiſe a flame in the country, which nothin 

“ ſhort of arms could be able to keep down.” 
On the arrival of this letter, the Cabinet 
finding his Excellency refolved to reſiſt their 
inſtructions, and not knowing what might be 
the conſequence of his continuing in Ireland, 
(for Mr. G——» had on the 12th'of February, 
moved for leave to bring in the Catholic Bill 
had refuſed a Committee on the Catholic peti- 
tions—and declared he would paſs the bill 
before the aſſizes), the Cabinet, I ſay, thus 
circumſtanced, are reduced to a decifive 
meaſure, and on the 21ſt they recall him. 


Can 
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Can any chain of evidence hang more com- 
pletely together than the above ſtatement ? Yet 
his Lordſhip inſiſts that the Catholic queſtion 
did not enter into the cauſes of his diſmiflal ; be- 
cauſe, after the diſpatch of the 8th of February 
enforcing delay the Duke of P D enters 
upon the ſubject at length in his letfers of the 
16th and 18th of February: That is, his Grace 
not receiving Lord F——M's determination 
to decline the commands of the Cabinet, acts 
under the perſuaſion that his Lordſhip would 
obey them, till he is informed by Lord 
F——M's diſpatch of the 15th that he 
poſitively, will not, and then his Grace unavoida- 
bly concurs in his diſmiſſal on the 21ſt. 


It would be eaſy to detect many other incon- 
fiſtencies in Lord T -u 's ſtatement, if 
_ neceſſary : for inſtance, in his firſt letter, he 
ſays, .< If the only point referred for conſidera- 
« tion was the time and manner; and if it was 
not implicitly left to his confideration to 
« judge of the manner and time:” What is 
this, but ſaying that the time and manner 
were reſerved, and at the ſame time were no: 
reſerved to the Britiſh Cabinet? If Lord F——z 
W. M was judge of the time and manner, 
thoſe points were not .reſerved; and if they 
were reſerved, he was no longer the judge of 
them. | | 


But 
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But his Lordſhip's inconfiſtencies of ſtatement 
are not the object of theſe Obſervations : they are 
made to prove, that under his vun ſiewing, his 
recall was neceflary. He was ſent with inſtruc- 
tions to keep back the Catholic queſtion : after 
promiſing to do fo, he countenances the perſon 
who brought it forward, continues him as his 
Miniſter, and having encouraged the Catholics 
in his anſwer, he orders that-Miniſter to move 
their Bill in the Houſe of Commons, to refuſe a 
Committee on their petitions, to declare that he 
will paſs this bill before the Aſſizes, and then 
being defired to delay the meaſure and adhere to 
his firſt inſtructions, he poſitively refuſes altogether, 
and rejects the command of the Cabinet. 


After ſuch a direct and formal diſavowal of the 
authority of his Majeſty's Miniſters, his continu- 
ance in Adminiſtration would have been a diſſolu- 
tion of the unity of the Government. He was 
therefore unanimouſly recalled, as his Lordſhip 
. ſtates from the Duke of P s diſpatch, for 


« the preſervation of the Empire.” 


If Lord F M has not been fortunate 
in the juſtification of his conduct as to the Catho- 
lic queſtion, he has been leſs happy on the ſubject 
of his diſmiſſals. His Lordſhip quotes a Letter 
from Mr. PiTT, in which his Lordſhip is charged 


with having acted inconſiſtently with that prin- 
B* 


& eiple 
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„ ciple by which alone the full advantage of the 
„union which had taken place in England could 
& be extended to Ireland.” He thus tacitly admits 
his having adopted and acquieſced in this princi- 
ple, and proceeds to vindicate his conduct as 
ſtrictly conformable to it. 


Adopting therefore, with his Lorſhip, this prin- 
ciple of union as a leading maxim of his Govern- 
ment, let us apply his conduct to the rule: the 
whole of his Government was mere party, of the 
moſt narrow and contracted kind ; as to meaſures, 
* confined to a very few, and as to patronage, to a 
fingle family—his Lordthips coufins. There was 
not one old ſervant of the Crown in the real con- 
fidence of Government; and if two or three were 
occaſionally conſulted on ſpecific points on which 
their aſhſtance was abſolutely neceſſary, ſcarce any 

of them eſcaped ſome mark of indifference or 
ſlight. In order to ſecure his Lordſhip ſteadfaſt to 
party views, he was encompaſſed with every for- 
bidding form and ceremony; was cloſely watched 
and guarded by partiſans, and was ſecluded from 
any general intercourſe with the leading characters 
of the kingdom : He ſubmitted to draw all his 
informations and opinions from one ſet of men 
only—to them he became ſubſervient in the moſt 
unexampled degree; hardly any gentleman was 
received with common civility that was not a 
friend of his connections; all the friends of the 
former 


OE 


former Adminiſtration ſeemed upon that account 
to be ſet aſide, and the old ſupporters of Govern- 
ment were in continual expectation of being re- 
moved for their attachment to the Crown. Party 
was carried to ſuch an extreme, that it was 
avowed in Parliament, that the Adminiſtration 
intended to go back to the Regency, and overturn 
the arrangements which at that period were 
adopted. 


Such is the unexaggerated picture of the line 
of conduct purſued by Lord F- M in com- 
pliance with the principle of Union on which he 
accepted the Government. 


But let us attend to Lord po pathetic 
Appeal: © Am I then (ſays his Lordſhip) fo little 
«© known to my friends, that whilſt I pretended 
e the public good and the King's ſervice, I am 
« infidiouſly conſulting my private intereſt ; and 
„ inſtead of my country, have only my connec- 
4“ tions in view.“ 


To judge of this 8 a few leading facts 
muſt be ſtated : 


Mr. W. PD ewas to be Secretary of | 
State for life, at 7 £1,700 


Mr. G. P 


v, to be Attorney-General 2,400 


4 
\ 
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make way for Mr. C 


3 } 


Mr. C N, a creature of Mr. P—y- | 

8 vi, as {tated by Lord F M, 9 
Mr. L. M s, a near friend of Mr. 

P Y's, to be Under Sean, 2,000 


in the Civil Department, 


Total, - £.8,100 


Such was the firſt Family arrangement for 
the good of the country. It was indeed natural 
and fair that Lord F M ſhould attend 
to the claims of his couſins with an honor- 
able partiality : but to ſtate that the removal 
of Mr. W E to make way for Mr. G. 
P v, the removal of Mr. T R to 
N, and of Mr. H 
to accommodate Mr. M— s, were meaſures 
adopted merely for the public good and the 
Kinc's ſervice, is rather extravagant. 


Does his Lordſhip mean to aſſert that his 
threatening to diſmiſs Mr. W E, if he would 
not accede to his terms of removal (one of the 
moſt upright ſervants a Monarch ever poſſeſſed, 
the firſt Lawyer at the Bar, a character of the 
greateſt weight and dignity in Parliament, of 
tried confiſtency and conſummate integrity) was 
a meaſure adopted merely for the, public good 
and the King's ſervice? , 


Does 


A 
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Does his Lordſhip mean to aſſert that the bri- 
bing of a judge to retire (againſt his will) by a 
penſion of gool. a year to his family, and 120al 
a year to himſelf, in order to make Mr. C——xN 


Solicitor General, and to force ſrom his ſitua- 


tion one of the oldeſt, ableſt, moſt attached 
and moſt reſolute of his MajesTyY's ſervants, and 
the determination of palming ſuch an odious 
meaſure upon the Parliament was merely for 
the public good and the King's ſervice ? 


Does his Eorſhip mean to ſtate that putting 
an addition to the Penfion Liſt of 12001. a year, 
in order to get rid of Mr. ——N, who had 
ſerved his Majeſty for fifty years with ability, 
induſtry .and integrity ſeldom equalled, and 
never excelled, in order to accommodate a 
Gentleman who never was in any habits of 
buſineſs at all, was ſolely for the public good 
and the King's ſervice ? 


No—no: the King's ſervice—public good 
never entered into theſe arrangements; they 


were alone dictated by Family conſiderations, 


unleſs arſother principle conjoined its influence 
—the ſcheme. of forming an excluſive Party, 
and diſgracing all the old fervants of the 
Crown. 


This 
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This principle accounts for the removal of 
Mr. C E, who had been long employed un- 
der ſucceſſive Governments, and whom his 
Lordſhip attacks for diſreſpect, becauſe he re- 
jected a proviſion by penſion of leſs than 150l. a 
year, though his Lordſhip infinuates that he 
offered him 12001. 


Why does his Lordſhip ſuppreſs his adherence 
to the principle of union in the diſmiffal of Lord 
G H from the Clerkſhip of the Hanaper, 
and his kind conſolation to his Lordſhip, that 
he had been 3 recommended to him 


, by Mr. P—_TT | ? / , jo — 


Why does his Lordſhip ſuppreſs his adherence 
to this principle in the affront he put on the 
C R, when, without previous conſulta- 
tion, he ſent him a liſt of eight King's Counſel 
to ſwear in, although the nomination to that 
rank is almoſt invariably left to the C R's 
judgment? 5 


But his adherence to the principle of union in 
the removal of Mr. ), is indeed 


conſpicuous—diſmiflal, miſrepreſentation, de- 
famation. 


Indeed his Lordſhip's reſentment to all the 
perſons he removed is | unaccountable, unleſs 
the 
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the proverb that we never ſorgive thoſe we 
have injured, be allowed as an excule. 


However, as the removal of Mr. B. —D 
is made one of the leading cauſes of Lord F—-2z- 
w M's recall, let us conſider his Lordſhip's 
ſtatement of the ſubject. 


Firſt, his Lordſhip ſtates, that“ he had men- 
« tioned to Mr. P—TT, Mr. B-———»'s dan- 
“ gerous power, and his apprehenſions that he 
« ſhould. be obliged to remove him, and that 
„ Mr. P—-TT did not offer the lighteſt objec- 
tion or ſay a word in his favour.” —2dly. He 
ſtates, that he ſubmitted to the odium of 
« leaving Mr. B D his full income, thro' 
“fear of diſpleaſing his colleagues by infring- 
ing the emolument of a perſon profeſſing a 
« preat attatchment to them, though indeed at 


„ the ſame time he had no flight ground of 


„ doubting the fincerity of thoſe profeſſions.” — 
3dly, He ſays, © that for the perſon whom Mr. 
„P- contends 16, ſtrenuouſly, he has. no 


« regard, and that he doubts whether he will 


„ permit him to reſume his ſtation at the Re- 


venue Board.” Thus does his Lordſhip ſtate, 


that neither was Mr. Zz) attached to 
Mr. P—TrT, nor Mr. P—TT to Mr. B——»; 
and yet, that the /o/e cauſe of his own downfall 
was the diſmiſſal of a man to whoſe removal 
Mr. P—r3 had ſtated no objection—for whom 

he 


— 


„ 


he had no regard, and whom he did not intend 
to replace. The inconſiſtency of this ſtatement 
refutes itſelf. But on Mr. B D's dif- * 
miſſal more will be ſaid hereafter. What has 
been "obſerved is merely to ſhew that the fole 
imputed cauſe, was not the only cauſe—but that 
it was a general ſyſtem of conduct repugnant to 
agreed principles, defined engagements, and 
4 poſitive inſtructions, which occaſioned Lord 
þ | F M's removal. Lord F M 
ff quotes from one of Mr. P—rTr's letters, that 
if | Mr. B———»'s dimiſſal © was contrary to 
1 * engagements ;” and cites from another, that 
118 Mr. P— rr felt himſelf bound to adhere to 


11 ( thoſe ſentiments he had expreſſed before on the 
11 « ſubje& of arrangements, not only with regard : 
Th * to Mr. B p, but to the line of conduct 


* adopted in ſo many inſtances towards the for- 
1 mer ſupporters of Government. By theſe ſen- 
| l e timents, he muſt at all events be guided from 
14 4 a regard to the King's ſervice, and to his own 
honor, however he may fincerely lament 
«the confequences which muſt ariſe from the 
e preſent ſituation.“ 


Here let us pauſe. Lord F —M admits, that 


———————— ¶ Xw,ſ——— — 
d 


. on coming to Ireland, he had conſented to uſe 
every effort to keep the Catholic queſtion back 
to a peace; he admits, that he came to adopt the 


fame RI of union 3 parties which 
| had 


— 


— 


Sure 2. * —— 
— — cet, 
* 
* 
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= 
had taken place in England: His conduct was a 
continual violation of engagement on theſe two 
leading articles; and he was of courſe recalled. 
By ſtating the Cabinet correſpondence, he has 
diſcloſed and admitted every thing that condemns, 
and nothing which juſtifies his conduct; and as we 
are not maſters of the whole corteſpendenee, but 
of ſuch paſſages only as have been ſelected for the 
purpoſe of his vindication, we muſt be aſſured - 
that he quoted thoſe alone which were moſt favour- 
able to his cauſe; and that if the moſt favourable 
paſſages cannot ſupport his conduct, it is more 
than probable that the whole of the correſpon- 


dence would have left him ſtill more indefen- 
ible. 

Lord F-—— ——» ſtates, that the Duke of 
P D, in his diſpatch of the 21ſt of February, 
ſums up all the reaſons why his recall was deemed 
neeeſſary by the Cabinet, without one diſſenting 
voice for the very preſervation of the Empire; but 
he dees not ſtate thoſe reaſons. It has been, 
however ſhewn, from his own Letters, that in the 
great points of the Catholic queſtion, and of his 
diſmiſſals, he acted againſt his inſtructions, and 
without authority; and that being defired to 
reſtrain himſelf within his inſtructions, he flatly 
and perem ptorily diſobeyed. 


N 


If after this marked defiance he. had been con- 
tinued, he would have eſtabliſhed an Adminiſtra- 
Wo | tion 
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tion independant of the King and the Cabinet ; 
the Executive Power would have been divided— 
there would have been two diſtin Adminiſtrations 
—and the Iriſh Government would have been in 
the moſt pernicious fituation poſſible, as Mr. 
G N ſtated it—it would have been deparmental. 
His Lordſhip was therefore on the principle of his 
diſobedience of orders, (which he not only admits 
but aſſerts), neceſſarily recalled for the Preſervation 
of the Empire. 


His Lordſhip mixes his own vindication with 
the ſevereſt charges on the Britiſh Cabinet.— 
« One ſhort word (ſays his Lordſhip) more on 
this part of the ſubject— The diſmiſſals— 
« when were thoſe diſmiſſals made, and an- 
« nounced to the Britiſh Cabinet? Before the 
„ meeting of Parliament. When did their crimi- 
« nality and the enormity- of their offence firſt 
% commence? It was when under the credit of 
« my Adminiſtration, perhaps, derived from 
„ thoſe very cauſes, the Parliament had ſubmitted 
„ to unparralleled burdens, not ſolely for the 
« purpofe of providing for the internal ſecurity of 
the kingdom by the moſt ample and formidable 
« military eſtabliſhments, but likewiſe by lend- 
“ing its affiſkance to the Empire at large in the 
« hour of its greateſt diſtreſs, by aids great and 
« munificent beyond all example: Then com- 
« menced the breach of all faith and agreements 
« on my part, and not till then.” 
| | | | Here 


T. 


Hlere is an accuſation of the moſt tremendous 
kind againſt his Majeſty's Miniſters, for having 
broken faith with the Iriſh nation, and for having 
duped and betrayed the Iriſh Parliament : Such 
an accuſation is not, we muſt ſuppoſe, lightly 
made; it is built upon ſolid proof, not upon 
vague ſurmiſe; the truth of it is certain—at 
leaſt it is probable; ſurely it cannot be impoſſible. 


Let us examine his Lordſhip's arguments : On 
the 3d of February, Mr. G—— moved for a 
vote of 200,000]. for the purpoſe of manning the 
King's Navy, a vote merely equivalent to the 
ſupply given at the time of the affair of Nootka- 
Sound, and equal only to a gSth part of, the 
Britiſh ſupply for the preſent year. On the 2d of 
February, Lord F M ſtates, that a letter was 
written by Mr. W M, marking diſcontent 
at his conduct: and that on the 7th a final Ca- 
binet was held, in which his conduct was totally 
diſapproved. Now, by the courſe of the Mail it 
is certain, that the account of the vote of ſeamen 
could not have reached London until the 8th of 
February, and the letter marking diſcontent was 
written on the 2d ; the Cabinet vote of diſappro- 
bation of Lord F M paſſed on the 7th.—The 
general ſupply in Ireland was not ſtated to Parlia- 
ment until the th of February, when 40,000 men, 
and a Loan of 1,500,000]. were voted unanimouſly ; 
the date alſo of Mr. PiTT's Letter, diſapproving 
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Lord F M's diſmiſſals, is the identical gth 
of February ; ſo that to prove Lord F M's 
aſſertion juſt, Mr. Pirr muſt have known in 
London on the gth of February, by a miraculous 
intuition, what was at the ſame moment paſling 
in Ireland, 


Thus does his Lordſhip endeavour (upon a ſug- 
geſtion which his own Letter proves to be phy- 
fically impoſſible) to fix a ſtigma upon the Britiſh 
Cabinet, to raiſe a flame in the Iriſh Parliament, 
and to create reſiſtance in the Iriſh Nation againſt 
His Majeſty's Government. And his Lordfhip 
makes this charge at a time when, if he could 
prove it true againſt the Britiſh Cabinet, he 
muſt know it to be falſe, as it reſpects the Iriſh 
Parliament, For, to aſſert that the great ſupplies 
of the-prefent year were voted in gratitude for his 
diſmifal of the King's old Servants to favour his 
Lordſhip's relations; or that a Loan of 1,500,000]. 
was unanimouſly voted by.a Proteſtant Houſe of 
Commons, under the-expreſs ſtipulation that it 
ſhould 'be Proteſtant. no donger, is ſo prepoſterous, 


that it is hardly eredible that the utmoſt blind- 


neſs of paſſion ſhould have 18 ſuch an 
abſurdity. 


His Lordſhip ftates, that * he was . with 
« the Government of a diſtracted, diſcontented 
„Country. Alas] the diſtraction, the diſcontent 


were 


„ 


were of his own making. Did his Lordſhip never 
hear or read of the unanimity of the laſt Seffion 
of Parliament ? Did he never hear of the great and 
unanimous Supply which was then voted ? Did he 
not know, that by the efforts of his Predeceſſor. 
Faction was nearly extinguiſhed? That by the 
benign recommendation of the Crown, and libera- 
lity of the Parliament, the Catholics were in a 
ſtate of ſatisfaction and content, from which 
nothing but the efforts of himſelf and his Partiſans 
could have rouſed them? Did he not find his own 
eſtate flouriſhing, and without the fmalleſt arrear 
of rent ? Did not he find the Public Revenue rifing 
in almoſt every article, ſo that its encreaſe this 
year has been a fifth over the former produce ? 
and did not his Lordſhip in his ſpeech from the 
Throne, remark with gratulation on this growth 
of Revenue, as well as on the floriſhing ſttate 
of Commerce and the increafe of the Linen Ma- 
nufacture beyond the moſt ſanguine expectations? 
Did not he find a general zeal among the Gentle- 
men to exert themſelves in the Militia and in the 
raiſing of Levies, and to diſplay their loyalty on 
every occaſion ? And if his Lordſhip was ſenſible 
of theſe circumſtances (of which he could not bo 
ignorant) upon what pretence can he juſtify his 
libel on the kingdom, by terming unanimity diſ- 
content, and tranquility <&ſtrattion, and thus 
attempting to deſtroy the reputation of his Prede- 
ceſſor, who had eſtabliſhed thoſe bleſſings ? 


Having 
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Having for his own vindication falſely accuſed 
the Miniſtry, and libelled his predeceſſor and the- 
country, the next attack made by his Lordſhip is 
againſt himſelf; and in this he is as ſucceſsful as 
in his others—he is unfortunate. It ſeems that 
Lord C —E had recommended to him a diſ- 
creet and loyal conduct during his continuance in 
Ireland: to this his Lordſhip replies,“ that what- 
ever it may coſt his feelings, he ſhall not forget 
“the duty he owes to his Majeſty, or neglect the 
% truſt he has been graciouſly pleaſed to repoſe in 
« him. A fenſe of his own honor, and what he 
% owes to himſelf, will unite with what his country 
« has a right to expect from him.—In impoſing 
on himſelf this taſk he ſhall omit no perſonal 
* ſacrifice that may tend to the eaſe of his Majeſ- 
« ty's Government, or the adyancement of his 
« ſervice, as far as depends on his influence during 
4 the ſhort period of his retaining the authority 
« with which he ſo lately condeſcended to inveſt 
« him.” 825 | 


Such are his Lordſhip's ſentiments of his duty: 
what was his conduct? the reverſe of theſe ſenti- 
ments. From the moment that his Lordſhip's 
meaſures were finally diſavowed, and his recall 
ſignified, the confidential agents of his Government 
were indefatigably at work to ſtir up diſcontent in 
every part of the kingdom; all his Lordſhip's 
newſpapers teemed with inflammatory ſtatements 
and Paragrapls z even his Prime Miniſter came 

forward- 
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forward in language little ſhort of treaſon ; and his 

Lordſhip himſelf finiſhes the climax with the moſt 
inflammatory appeal to the nation in the ſhape of 
a letter to a friend; and at the moment of em- 
barking from the kingdom, toſſes from his Majeſ- 
ty's yacht a firebrand on ſhore to kindle the iſland. 
A few paſſages ſhall be quoted. 


He ſtates the inſtruction of the Cabinet for him 
to delay the Catholic queſtion as“ a deſperate 
« reſolution to change the whole of their ſyſtem, 
on a ſubject which they knew would involve 


in its decifion the ſafety and exiſtence of the 
$4 er * 


cc 


cc 


In another his Lordſhip ſtates, © that the putting 
off the Catholic queſtion will be attended with a 


certainty of the moſt alarming and fatal con- 
6 ſequences.” | 5 


1 


cc 


Again, he truſts “ the evil Genius of England 
will not ſo far infatuate its Miniſters as to in- 
duce them to wait for more decifive corrobo- 
ration of his ſentiments.” | 


cc 
cc 


Again, “he refuſed to be the perſon to raiſe a 
« flame in the country, which nothing ſhort of 
« arms could keep down.” 


And again, © rather than indulge me muſt the 
« Miniſters of England boldly face, I had almoſt 
« ſaid, the certainty of driving this kingdom into 

a re- 
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« a rebellion, and open another breach for ruin 
* and deſtruction to break in upon us.“ 


After the temperate addreſſes Ho by his re- 
lations and friends, after the mild and. diſcreet 
anſwer of his Prime Miniſter to the Catholics, 
ſuch -is the judicious and conciliating farewell 


of Lord F=—— M to the loyal people of 
Ireland ! 
When Sir L P $ brought for- 


ward a motion for a three-months Money Bill, 
and uſed unguarded language, nothing could be 
ſeverer than the rebuke of Lord M N.— 
He conſidered the motion and the language as a 
14 direct invitation to the common enemy; and he 

ſtated, that ſuch a meaſure would give more 
Ti hopes to the French than any of their victories ; 
Ti that it would counteract all the effect of their 
[ | ſupplies; and he repreſented, in the moſt paſ- 
fionate terms, the pernicious effect ſuch language 
would have at Paris and in the National Conven- 
38 tion, where it would be ſoon read. 


. If ſuch was Lord M 's cenſure of Sir 
| L E, Who ſpoke as an individual, and 
without authority, what muſt be his condemna- 
tion of Lord F M, who, from the ſeat of 
Government and on the Throne of deputed 

Royalty, 
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Royalty, proclaims to Europe, that his recall 
will produce almoſt a certainty of rebellion ? 


Yet his Lordſhip may have formed an excuſe for 
himſelf, which poſſibly he did not intend; © am I 
then“ faid he, © that light, weak and eaſy man, that 
in matters of the higheſt import to the ſervice 
“with which I have been entruſted, I ſhould have 
„abandoned my judgment and committed my 
« deciſions to others without conſulting my own 
8 underſtanding ry 


May not this defence be in ſome degree ac- 
+ cepted? Does it not bear an appearanee of truth? 
Does it not coincide with every circumſtance of 
his Lordſhip's Government ?—If, inſtead of delay- 
ing the Catholic queſtion according to his inſtruc- 
tions, he manifeſtly urged it forwards; if inſtead 
of making a coalition of parties, he diſmifſed many 
of the King's old ſervants, in order to eſtabliſh 
the power and party of his coufins ; if he brought 
accuſations againſt the Britiſh Cabinet, which he 
proved to be phy ſically impoſſible; if he conclud- 
ed his adminiſtration with a ſtatement the moſt 
falſe and inflammatory, at the very moment that 
he was declaring he would omit no ſacrifice that 
might tend to the eaſe of his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, and the advaneement of his ſervice; if this 
was his Lordſhip conduct, and if thus his Lordſhip 
proves, that his meaſures are contrary to his in- 


D ſtructions, 


\ 


£ „ 5 

ſtructions, his accuſations to his proofs, and the 
expreſhons of his paſſion to his ſenſe of duty, 
let the vindication he has offered be accepted; 
let us allow him to © have abandoned his judg- 
„ ment,” to have © committed his decifions to 
„ others;” and never to © have conſulted his own 
“ underſtanding ?”—]t is a poor apology—but it 
is the only one, 


Let us now advert to Lord F ——M's ſtate- 
ment of the © real cauſe of his recall, viz. Mr. 
„ PiTT's deſign, at the time of the coalition, not 
to ſtrengthen Adminiſtration by ay acceſſion of 

character, but to debaſe, degrade and 3 
that character.“ 


Not being able to divine the undeclared inten- 
tions of any man, except by preſumption from 
exterior acts and circumſtances, aud having no 
materials for judgment in the caſe before- us, but 
his Lordſhip's Letters, to theſe we muſt advert to 
diſeover if potiphlc Mr. PrTT's intentions and his 
own. | 


* 


Lord F— M his friends being obliged 

to ſecede from their old leader, Mr. Fox, on 
account of his ſentiments reſpecting French prin- 
 ciples and policy, declared in favour of the War, 
which they thought abſolutely neceſſary for the 
very ſalvation of Great Britain, and they warmly 
| - ſupported 
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ſupported it: Mr. PiTT receiving the benefit of 
that ſupport, ſeems to have conceived himſelf 
bound in honour to mark his ſenſe of it: and he 
offered a fair participation of power, emolument 
and direction, which was accepted. 


The mere principle of coalition taken abſtract- 


edly, certainly evinced ——— intention on 
both ſides. 


— 


As to the management of the War being conti- 
nued to Mr. D, ſince the Duke of P- 
L——p does not complain, in his Lordſhip's 
courtly ſtrain, that he has been © cabbaged,” we 
- muſt conceive he was ſatisfied on the ſubject, . and 
that he adopted the arrangement as neceſſary and 
honourable. 8 255 . 


With reſpect to Ireland, his Lordſhip ſtates that 
if the general management and ſuperintendance 
of this kingdom had not been offered td his 
Grace, the coalition would not have taken 
« place ; and that it was accordingly offered from 
« the beginning of the negociation ; that the Duke 
«* accepted the management of Ireland without 
any reſtrictions whatever, and that his Grace 
" preffed it upon, his e without ca 


An offer ſo fair, ſo honourable, was not ſurely 
intended to debaſe the coalition: It however 
* to be explained, and appreciated, 
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Mr. Pirr had been Miniſter for eleven years: 
his adminiſtration had been generally ſucceſsful in 
Ireland; party had indeed broken forth at the Re- 
gency, but meaſures of conciliation had lately 
been adopted to heal the differences of that period; 

liberal indulgences had contented the Catholics; 
conſtitutional conceſſions had united the Parlia- 
ment ; no party demand (except ſome arrangement 
of the Dublin Police which had been repeatedly 
offered by Government,) remained unſatisfied ; all 
the friends of the Duke of P o could have 
accepted office, conſiſtently with their character 
and honour, and there was a cordial diſpoſition to 
embrace them, ſo far as it could be done, without 
an injurious ſacrifice of his Majeſty's old ſeryants. 


The department of Ireland is managed as fol- 
lows :—The Official Correſpondence with the 
Lord Lieutenant is conducted by the Secretary 
of State for the home department; meaſures affect- 
ing the Treaſury, Revenue and Civil Liſt, (which 
comprehends much of the patronage,) except in 
ſpecified caſes, are managed by the Firſt Lord of 
the Treaſury ; queſtions of general policy and 
Imperial import are determinable in the Cabinet. 


When therefore Mr. P——rT offered the depart- 
ment of Ireland (if he did fo) to the Duke of 
„„ D, it ſhould ſeem that he offered to 
ſecond the Duke of P D's recommendation 

| to 


have been made deſtructive to Mr. P 
character as a Miniſter and a Gentleman; and his 


of P 
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7 
to the KinG of a ſucceſſor to Lord W 
and that he held out to that ſucceſſor the promiſe 
of a fair ſupport. 


D, 


What muſt have been the Duke of P D's 
conſtruction of this offer? His Grace had agreed to 
a coalition on the principle of mutual oblivion of 
all former differences and animoſities, and on the 
neceſſity of an union of all deſcriptions for the 
very preſervation of the Conſtitution and the 


Empire. He of courſe felt that the ſame principle 


was to be extended to Ireland. For if a fair 
prineiple of coalition was to be the rule in Eng- 
land, whilſt excluſive party was to be played in 
Ireland, his Grace knew that an impreſſion would 


T's 


Grace mult have felt . averſe from any 
ſuch idea. | 


If Mr. P 


T, as was induſtriouſly infinuated 


by party runners in Ireland, had conſented to ſa- 


erifice the Kinc's old Supporters and his own 
perſonal adherents, in order to purchaſe additional 
ſupport to the War, he was a ruined Miniſter; for 


no man could thereafter truſt a perſon capable of 


ſuch ingratitude and duplicity : Mr. Pirr could 


not therefore have made an offer, which directly 


led to his own degradation and diſgrace ; the Duke 
o could never have conſtrued the 
offer 


ene e 
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offer in a light which muſt have ruined the perſon 
who made it; and if Mr. P T had made this 
ſacrifice of his character in direct and poſitive 
terms, his Grace would have refuſed ta coaleſce 
with a Miniſter who, at the moment of negocia- 
tion, ſhewed himſelf unworthy of confidence. 


“ The department of Ireland was offered with- 
“ out reſtriction.” Be it fo. Mr. PiTT 
naturally thought that the leſs ſtipulation he 
made with men of high character and honour, 
the more his own honour was ſecure. He knew 
that the general principles of the coalition 
being underſtood, it could not be conſtrued, 
like the Navigation act, differently on different 
fides of the Channel, and be interpreted to mean 
union in England and exclufionqn Ireland; Mr. 
P——7T knew that there was a precedent of a 
coalition when Lord Nor THINGToON was Lord 
Lieutenant, and the Duke of P D Prime 
Miniſter; and that the principle of it was then 
underſtood in Ireland, and honourably acted upon 
by his Grace; and he was convinced his Grace 
would act with the ſame. honour to him as he = 
himſelf acted to Lord Guit.rord. Mr. P 
diſdained therefore the narrow policy of dh 
agreement, becauſe from the very nature of an 
union between high characters, after a long ſeries 
of animoſity, their feelings riſe to a ſcrupulous ' 
delicacy and punctilio, and they become of courſe 
more 


ä 


more tender of each others adherents than of their 
\ own friends. 


What could then have produced any jealouſy 
and miſunderſtanding ? Lord F=———»M's Iriſh 
Friends being more anxious for power and pa- 
tronage than for Mr. P—rT's or his Lordſhip's 
honor, choſe to conſtrue the offer (as it was made 
without reſtriction) to be an aſſignment of the 
Government in fee fimple to themſelves. They 
refuſe to engage with his Lordſhip but upon their 
own terms; and as a preliminary, inſiſt upon the 
diſmiſſal of the C R. This extraordinary 
propoſal being opened to Mr. P—r, it appears 
« that delay interpoſed, and ſome doubts and 
& difficulties aroſe;” and very naturally. It muſt 
have ſtruck Mr. P—r, that being demanded to 
give up the moſt able of the Kinc's ſupporters in 
Ireland, the moſt ſteady friend to the connexion 
of the two kingdoms, a Nobleman whom he him- 
ſelf had recommended to the Kixc for the Seals, 
on accqunt of his zealous. adherence and tried 
loyalty on a critical occMion, was rather too 
ſerious an attack on his perſonal honor and the 
King's intereſts. He accordingly reſiſted, and the 
ſettlement of the Iriſh Government was in abey- 
ance, until Lord S———x returned from Vienna, 
who had been a party to the coalition. On his 
arrival, the removal of the C———x was given 
up by Lord F—<——a'sF riencs, and the prin- 
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ciple of © purſuing that line of conduct by, which 
the full advantage of the Union which had taken 
40 place in England might be extended to Ireland,“ + 
was brought forward and ratified. 


Notwithſtanding however the adoption of this 
principle of Union, Lord F—- M thinks 
himſelf warranted, on his arrival in Ireland, to diſ- 
mifs as many of the Kinc's Servants as may be 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the firſt objects of his relations; 
to treat ſome of them with painted hoſtility, and to 
form a Party-Government on the moſt contracted 
baſis, to the excluſion of almoſt all the KixG's old 
Servants. 


Let us review this ſtatement. Mr. Pirr, by 
offering the Department of Ireland, without re- 
ſtriction, paid the higheſt compliment to his new 
friends, by placing the guardianſhip of the Kino's 
intereſts, and his own honor, ih, their hands.— 
How does Lord F———M manage the truſt ?— 
Knowing that if Mr. PiTT abandoned his Irifh 
friends he was a ruined man, his Lordſhip propoſes 
the ſacrifice of the chief of them, and being op- 
poſed, takes the firſt occaſion of ſacrificing others 

by wholeſale, and eabliſhing. a parry: 3 


<= then-we be every e circum- 
ſtance to make us conclude that Mr. PiTT had 
honourable deſigns towards Lord F-—— 
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whit his Lordſhips's determination to“ degrade, 
« debaſe and diſgrace“ Mr. PitT is demonſtrated 
by himſelf to conviction. 

But what could have induced his Lordſhip to men- 
tion the placing of Lord SEN ER at the head of 
the Admiralty ? for this arrangement was no part 
of the coalition: yet it is the ſtrongeſt proof that 
could be poſſibly adduced of Mr. PiTT's ſincerity 
towards his new friends, and of his cordial deter- 
mination to ſupport the principle of Union by 
every mark of confidence and regard.—If Mr. 
Pier meant to degrade and debaſe the character 
of his new Allies in the Cabinet, would he have 
made Lord MansFiELD Preſident of the Council; 


would he have induced his brother to retire from, 
the Admiralty ; and would he have conferred upon, 
Lord SrxNceR a department fo high in its reſpon-, 


hibility, and ſo pow full in its patronage ? 


is Lordſhip concludes, that he has the glory 
«.of being objectionable to Mr. P— rand he 
feels it ſuch.” Was it then wiſe to demonſtrate 
from his own letter, that by attacking the Kixc's 


ſervants in Ireland, by removing Mr. Prrr's 


friends, by introducing a new party ſyſtem, his 
Lordſhip was the firſt to defert every principle 
of the Coalition; and that Mr. PrtT, hy con- 
ferring new honours. and additional power on 
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thoſe with whom he has united, has proved his 
conſiſtency and ſteadineſs ? / 


If, indeed, Lord F M had evinced that 
he had fulfilled the principles of Union and Coa- 
lition, and that Mr. P1TT had deſerted them, he 
might have occaſion to glory: but if he alone 
abandoned thoſe principles whilſt Mr. PiTT 
upheld them—his Lordſhip has no refuge but 
ſhame. | 


But Lord F M ſays, lt is a mat- 


« ter of public notoriety in this country, that Mr. 


“ PirT affured Lord W—TM—L—D as early as 
* Auguſt, that he ſhould not be removed; and I 
* know that I could bring evidence to prove, that 
« in the courſe of the Autumn he pointed out my 
actual ſucceflor as the perſon to ſucceed my 
“ predeceſſor. This ſeems an imputation of du- 


plicity on Mr. Pi r, but it was alſo notorious that 
at the period alluded to, the arrangement of Ire- 


land was ata ſtand, on account of Lord F=—2z- 


w-——M' infiſting on the diſmiſſal of the 


c-; was it not therefore natural 
that Mr. Pi r ſhould privately take meaſures with 
his confidential friends, in caſe upon Lord 


S s return, an arrangement with Lord P—z- 


w „ on the principles of the coalition 
could not be affected? It is no mark of inſincerity, 
pending 


SO 


pending a negociation, to make proviſions for 
| ſecurity in caſe of its failure. 


Having thus ſhortly obſerved on the leading 
points of Lord F M's letters, we may now 
ſubjoin a few detached remarks. 


Upon the diſmiſſal of Mr. B b, his 
Lordſhip firſt objects to his power : He afterwards 
finds him loaded with ſuſpicions, and charges him 
with malverſation. How then does his Lordſhip 
act? He removes him from his office, and leaves 
him his emoluments, and thus compromiſes public 
criminality. If his Lordſhip knew that Mr. 
B Do was really criminal, he ſhould have 
dimiſſed him entirely, and upon that principle : 
If his Lordſhip had no ground to act upon but 
ſuſpicion, it became him to have ſtated in a 
manly way to Mr. B -—— p the imputations 


againſt him, and to have brought thoſe imputa- 


tions to examination and trial. If Mr. B D 
had then. appeared criminal, the fairneſs of Lord 

M's conduct would have been ap- 

plauded ; but if innocent, his Lordſhip would 

have ſeen through the endeavaurs to impoſe on 

his judgment, and he would have no longer been 
miſled by party inſtigations. 


But the fact is, that Lord F —M was 
entirely in the hands of his connections, and Mr. 


E W B —0 
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B D's ſituation was deemed incompatible 
with the P vis plan of power. In the honeſt 
openneſs of the table, it was avowed that a great 
regard was entertained for Mr. B-——»0; that 
he had been always found a man of honour, but 
that if he remained at the Revenue Board, another 
perſon. could not have the power of the country.— 
This is the whole ſecret of Mr. B. -D's re- 
moval; for even after his diſmiſſal, an offer of 
connexion and alliance in politics was made, and 
when it was rejected the attack commenced upon 
his character. Mr. B——» will ſmile at this 
attack, as an upright ſervant of the King, and a 
faithful manager of the Revenue; and if the in- 
fluence of his connexions may be thought to ſtand 
in the way of Lord F M's relations, he 
knows that influence was never exerted to the em- 
barraſſment of any adminiſtration, nor ever felt 
by any Lord Lieutenant who made the intereſts of 


his Majeſty, and not the intereſts of his relations, 
the rule of his Goverment. 


| There hats part of Lord F... us conduct 
as to the Catholic Queſtion ſtill more inexcuſable 
than the reſt. On the 14th of February he re- 
ceived a diſpatch from the D-—e of P——», 
prefling him by the ſtrongeſt motives and argu- 
ments and motives, which could poflibly be in- 
duced, to delay the Catholic meaſure; and alſo a 
letter from Mr, PjtT, diſapproving his diſmiſſals : 
| I to 
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to theſe he returns a letter of defiance to Mr. PiTT, 
and of direct refuſal on the Catholic point to his 
Grace. His Lordſhip, of courſe, made up his 
mind for being recalled, and as in that event, 
he was aſſured that the Catholic Bill could not be 
agreed to this Seſſion, it was ſurely his duty not to 
encourage, but to check the hopes of the Catholics, 
and to ſoften as much as poſſible the probability 
of a diſappointment which he himſelf had occaſi- 
oned. Inſtead, however, of this healing conduct, 
his Anſwers to the Catholic Addreſſes, from this 
very period to the 14th of February, when he was 
conſcious their wiſhes could not be conceded, are 
calculated to keep alive in their minds that cer- 
tainty of ſucceſs which his former Anſwers had 
inſpired ; and in particular, his Lordfhip encou- 
rages the Catholics of Weſtmeath on the 19th of 
February on the following terms: « They will 
find me not unmindful of the confidence 
© they repoſe. in me. As far as depends upon my 
„eo operation with the wiſdom and liberality of 
« the Legiſlature, I ſhall neither fruſtrate their, 
hopes nor diſappoint their expectations.“ 


It is difficult to comment upon this anſwer with 
coolneſs, which keeps the word of promiſe to the 
ear, and breaks it to their hopes: lt was calculat- 
ed to miſlead, to diſappoint, to name; and the 

ä | motive 


(--40 ÞF. 
motive of the Anſwer can neither be concealed” 
nor excuſed=for it is literally true. 


Lord F — u ſtates from a private diſpatch 
of the Duke of P——»D, that his putting off the 
Catholic queſtion © would be the means of doing a 
greater ſervice to the Britiſh empire than it has 
© been capable of receiving fince the Revolution 
© at leaſt ſince the Union.” What muſt have been 
his Lordſhip's motives, when he thus publiſhes an 
extract from a confidential diſpatch which may 
lead ſuſpicious minds to conjetture that a Union 
is projected by the Britiſh Cabinet? Whether fuch 
a project be a fact or not, whether it be wiſe or 
ruinous is not now diſcuſſed, but what was the 
motive 


Et IN Spargere voces 
In vulgum ambiguas & quærere confcius arma?“ 


Was it not to light up a new principle of conteſt 
to ſtart a new game for Oppoſition, and to em- 
barraſs with additional difficulties the. KIxd's ſer- 
vice? And with what fincerity then does his Lord- 
ſhip ſtyle himſelf “ a ſteadfaſt adherent to the 
unity of both nations ?” 


An Union ſeems to be the alternatiye in caſe of a 
deſign to ſeparate from Great Britain, or of a ge- 
neral attack upon property: If either of theſe 


ſhould happen, an Union muſt come into diſcuſſi- 
Fx, on 


Fo 
- 
my 


a 

on; but except in caſes of ſuch extremity, it is 
highly improbable that either the Britiſh or Iriſh 
Parliament would liſten to the propoſal, for it is 
evidently againſt the intereſt of both. This ſpecu- 
lation, however, does not ſeem to be the real cauſe 
for which the Britiſh Miniſtry wiſh to poſtpone the 
Catholic queſtion.—it will be conſidered that the 
demands of the. Catholics go to the repeal of all the 
reſtrictive laws whatſoever; it will occur that an 
authority from the Britiſh Parliament for the 
Chancellor of England to put the Great Seal to a 
Bill for that purpoſe may be neceſſary ; it will be 
recollected, that fo ſtrong is the zeal for the Pro- 
teſtant Eſtabliſhment in Great Britain, that the 
Miniſter has not dared to propoſe for the Engliſh 
Catholics the ſame Indulgencies which the Iriſh 
have received; it will not be forgotten what were 
the: tumults and inſurrections in Scotland, when 
an idea of relieving the Scotch Catholics was 
brought forward; and no man but remembers the 
horrors of 1780, at the moſt diſtreſſing period of a 
diſaſtrous war, when on account of very moderate 
indulgencies being propoſed in favour of the 
Catholics of England, an enthufiaſtic madman 
was able to collect 200,000 incendiaries, was near- 
ly deſtroying London in a general conflagration, 
and inyolving the empire in total ruin. 


How then could the Britiſh Miniſter hazard to 
bring forward the whole of the Catholie ſubject 
before 


Ka 
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before the Britiſh Parliament in a time of ſuck 
complicated difficulty as the preſent, to go at 
large into the principle and hiſtory of the penal 
laws, the former and the preſent policy on that 
ſubject ?- How could he venture to entrench upon 
the great ſecurities eſtabliſhed for the Proteſtant 
Religion at the times of the Revolution and the 
Union ? How could he venture to propoſe at ſuch 
a crifis a new ſyſtem of eccleſiaſtical principles, ſo 
nearly allied with the Republican and French 
ſyſtem of conſidering all diſtinctions on .accorint 
of religion as abſurb, and of aboliſhing all religi- 
ous teſts whatſoever ? | 


A Miniſter muſt have hardy! nerves, who, with- 
out the moſt cogent and overpoweriug neceſſity, = .. 
ſhould take up ſuch a queſtion in a time of the 
moſt profound tranquility ; but to ſpring a ſub- 
jeQ ſo intimately connected with all the danger- 
ous prejudices of the human heart, and ſo cloſely 
allied with the eſſence of the Conſtitution, and 
fraught with conſequences. whith no man can 
foreſee or- calculate in a time of ſuch multifarious 
embarraſſment would betray a conduct little ſhort 
of inſanity. | 


What are the Catholic demands? A repeal of 
all the remaining reſtrictive laws whatever by 
which they are affected. All the reſerved offices 
of leading power in the ſtate are to be opened to 

them 
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them ; the great Corporations are in a few years 
to be ſubjected to their Government, at a time 
when the lower clafles are plundering the Pro- 
teſtants of their arms, they are to be inveſted 
with a power and right to keep them; the ſupport 
and repair of Proteſtant churches are to be ſub- 
jected to Catholic votes; the Legiſlature is to be 
made acceſſible to their preſent influence, and 
future poſſible ſuperiority; and the act of 
fuprematy and act of uniformity are either to be 
repealed or new modelled.—Such is the real, 
avowed demand of the Catholics, attended with 
a general reſolution of their repreſentative body, 
for a radical reform of Parliament, enforced by 
ſeditious ſpeeches at their meetings. If then theſe 
demands are to be gratified, and we are told that 
nothing ſhort of complete conceflion will give 
content, can any man aſſert that the admiſſion of 
them has not a tendency to transfer the power of _ 
the Country, and to endanger the enn 
Eſtabliſhment ? | 


And if e are thus propoſed which have a 
tendency to endanger the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, 
is there any conſtitutional man who knows any 
thing of the principles and hiſtory of that Conſtitu- 
tion, who has read the Declaration of Rights, the 
Act of Settlement, the Act of Union, who knows 
the Iriſh Revolution of 1782, and the oaths and 
duties e on the Crown 4 is there any ſuch 

F man 
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ſhould be inculcated ; and that when Lord F 
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man who will aſſert, that the Miniſters. could ad- 


viſe the Kin to order the Great Seal of England 
to be put to a bill for taking away the ſecurities of 
the Proteſtant Church and Government of Ireland, 

without ſtating the ſubject previouſly to the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and obtaining a Parliamen- 
tary authority for _ a meafurer 


It is no wonder then that the prineiples of delay 


W M pleaded its difficulty,' that the Briciſh 
Cabinet ſhould enforce it by every means in their 
power; and that when his Lordſhip refuſed to 
comply with- their inſtructions, ſo warmly and 
cogently repeated, that they ſhould, however 
reluctantly, recall him. Were not theſe conſi- 
derations of ſufficient force to make delay ad- 
viſeable? and was it neceſſary for his Lordſhip to 


inſinuate, that the project of an union alone, and 


not the reaſons that have been ſtated, were the 
motives for adjourning to a time of tranquility, 
what could not with ſafety be debated in tees 
of danger? | 


His Lordſhip ſays, that except the Catholic 
Wen and ſupplies, the only meaſure he had 


_ attempted was © the arrangement of the Treaſury 


« Board,” which he ſtates was fully agreed upon 
N P LL and Mr. P . If 
this is ip! fact, N Sir * — did 


arrange 


4 
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arrange their Treaſury buſineſ⸗ with Mr. P 
why was the introduction of it conſigned to Mr. 
Forses ? the bufineſs belonged to the Department 
of the C— R of the E. -R; and 
if the Government of both kingdoms concurred in 
it, and there was merit in the meaſure, why was 
that merit trasferred to Mr. F s, and Lord 
M N publicly degraded by accepting it as a 
legacy from his hands? Was not this a part of the 
plan to erect Iriſh party on the ruin of Iriſh 
Government, and to take every credit and 
influence away from the Crown, and place them 
in popular adviſers ? 
/ 45 

But enough has been ſaid to refute Lord F —2 
W nus attack on the Cabinet for his removal, 
which his Lordſhip has ſo, amply proved to be 
neceſſary and unavoidable. There is no occaſion 


T, 


to remark on the general coarſeneſs and incorrect- 


neſs of his language, on his flattering deſcription 
of his friend the Duke of P. -D, or the 


numerous paſſages which prove that he was a mere 


inſtrument of party. We cannot, however, reſiſt 
expreſſing ſincere concern, that a character in pri- 
vate life ſo highly eſteemed, ſhould have been ſo 
much miſguided, and ſhould have been ſuffered to 


inflame the errors of * by the indiſeretions 
of paſſion. 
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CATHOLICS OF DUBLIN. 


AT a numerous and reſpeQable Meeting of the Catholics of the 


City of Dublin, held at the Star and Garter, in Eſſex- ſtreet, 
on Tueſday, Dec, the 23d, 1794, 


EDWARD BYRNE, Eſq; in the Chair, 


Mr. Riczaxzp MCoxmicx having been requeſted to act as 
Secretary to the Meeting, the following reſolutions were una- 
nimouſly agreed to, and ordered to be publihgd : 


ESOLVED unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this Meet- 
I.\. ing, that an humble Application be made to Parliament, in 
the enſuing Seſſion, praying for a TOTAL REPEAL of the 
PENAL and RESTRICTIVE LAWS, ſtill ms the Catholics | 
of Ireland. 


Reſolved DDE ES That a Committee of Miu be appointed 
to prepare a Petition to that effect, and report the ſame to this 


Meeting forthwith ; and the following Gentlemen were named on 
ſaid Committee: 


Mr. Byrde Mr. M*Donnell 
Mr. Braughall Dr. MNevan 
Mr. Sweetman Mr. Hamill | 
Mr. M*Cormick Mr. Keogh. 

Dr, Ryan 


C $3 
And the faid Gentlemen having reported, and the Petition ſo pre- 


pared being read over, Paragraph by Paragraph, and agreed to, 
it was J 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That we do recommend ſaid Petition to 
be adopted as the Petition of the Catholics of the City of Dublin. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That we do moſt earneſtly recommend to 
the Catholics of Ireland, to prepare and tranſmit ſimilar Petitions; 
and that, in order thereto, the Gentlemen above named be in- 
ſtructed to take the moſt ſpeedy and effectual Steps for circulating 
Copies of this Day's proceedings through the different Counties 


and great Cities throughout the Kingdom, and alſo through the 


ſeveral Pariſhes of the City of Dublin ; for the Purpoſe of enſuring 
chat Unanmity and Co-operation which has been hitherto found fo 
beneficial ro the Catholic Intereſt. | 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Right ls Haar Gaerne 
be requeſted to preſent the Petition of the Catholies of Dublin to 
the Houſe of Commons on the approaching Meeting of Parliament. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the above Committee do prepare an 
Addreſs of Congratulation, to be preſented to his as 
Earl FiTZWILLIAM, on his arriyal in this kingdom. 


And the faid Gentlemen having n an Addreſs, and 
reported accordingly, It wagom— 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That ſaid Addreſs do ſtand as the 
Addreſs of the Catholics of the City of Dublin, and be pre- 
ſented accordingly, on his Excellency's arrival. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this meeting be 
preſented to ED] AD BVM, Eſq; for the zeal, ſpirit, and acti- 


vity, which on this, as on all former occaſions, he bag manifeſted i in 
the N of the Catholics of Ireland. 


Signed, by order of the meeting, 


RICHARD M<CORMICK, Sec. 


(23 


' The following Addreſs was. preſented to his Excellency the LORD 
LIEUTENANT, by a numerous body of ROMAN CATHOLICS, 
who went in proceſſion from the Rotunda to the Caſtle. 


t May it pleafe your Excellency, 


2 E, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 

Catholics of the City of Dublin, beg leave to approach 
your Excellency with our moſt ſincere and heart- felt congratula- 
tion on your appointment to the high and important office of Lord 
Lieutenant of this kingdom —We entreat your Excellency to be- 
lieve, that it is with more than ordinary gratitude we receive this 
additional proof of the paternal goodneſs of our moſt gracious So- 
vereign, in deputing a Nobleman, who from his character, ſituation, 
and talents, his intimate connexions with, and extenſive property 
in this country, we entertain the moſt founded hopes, will ſtrenu- 
ouſly and ſucceſsfully promote the intereſts of Ircland—and our 
_ gratification is ſtill heightened by the ſtrong impreſſion we feel 
that thoſe men will ſtand foremoſt in your Excellency's confidence, 
who have on all great occaſions appeared the moſt powerful ſuppor- 
ters of the intereſts of their country—and to whoſe exertions the 
Catholics of Ireland are ſo peculiarly indebted. 


. Relieved, as we have been recently, from the preſſure of many 
ſevere and degrading incapacities—we hope to manifeſt to your 
Excellency, that our gratitude is commenſurate with the benefits 
we have received, of the value and extent of which we are deeply 
ſenfible—and we can with confidence, aſſert, that when it ſhall 
ſeem good to the Legiſlature to remove thoſe diſabilities which yer 
remain, our demeanor will be that of men. worthy of receiving 
complete relief from a gracious and beneficent Monarch, and a li- 


beral and enlightened Legiſlature. 
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« We entreat your Excellency 40 receive our fincere profeſſion 
of loyalty to our Sovereign, to whoſe paternal recommendation we 
feel ſo much indebted and of inviolable attatehment to the princt- 
ples of our moſt excellent Conſtitution, into whoſe boſom it is our 


utmoſt ambition to be admitted ; and, we truſt that to your Excel- 


Jency's Adminiſtration is reſerved the glory of completing the be- 
nevolent with of the Father of his People, for the union of all his 


| - ſubjeQs in ſentiment, intereſt and affection, by an abolition of all 


partial reſtrictions, founded only on religious diſtinctions ; thereby 
inſuring ſecurity and protection to the Cathalics, and ſtrength, ho- 


. nour, and proſperity to Ireland.“ 


—— — CCC — CT 


w * 


To which his Excellency was pleaſed to reply 


Gentlemen, 


I return you thanks for this Addrefs. The ſpirit of loyalty 


which it breathes towards his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, 


the attarchment which it evinces to our happy Couſtitution, the 
apptobation of my principles and of my paſt conduct, which it 
conveys, and the confidence which it profeſſes to repoſe in my diſ- 
poſitions, to employ the gycat truſt his Majeſty has placed in my 
hands, in promoting the” welfare and happineſs of this kingdom, 
cannot but afford me ſingular ſatisfaction. | 


From the ſubmiſſive and peaceable conduct of the Catholics of 
Ireland, under the preſſure of reſtrictions, which conſiderations of + 
temporary policy, and circumſtances peculiar to unhappy periods 
of civil diſſention had impoſed, there is every reaſon, at this day, 
to rely on them for a firm fidelity and cordial allegiance. The lan- 
guage you now hold confirms this reaſonable expectation; while 
the gratitude you expreſs to our beloved Sovereign for his paternal 

care, to which you ſo loyally aud juſtly aſcribe the firſt openings of 

5 your 
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your emancipation, and the ſentiments you entertain of the magna- 
nimity of a liberal and enlightened Parliament, that roſe ſuperior to 
the prejudices of ages, and diſplayed a cordial diſpoſition to ceaſe 
to diſcriminate between his Majeſty's ſubjeQs, when every motive 
to that diſcrimination had ceaſed, muſt be hihgly ſatisfactory to 
every deſcription of your fellow-ſubje&ts. Such declarations, while 
they bear ſo viſible a ſtamp of ſincerity and truth, as your addreſs 
diſcovers, muſt afford a pleaſing earneſt of the happy conſequences 
that neceſſarily follow from mutual confidence and reciprocal truſt 
among the inhabitants of the ſame empire, and manifeſt the wiſdom 
of the meaſure that has led the way to that unity of ſentiment and 
intereſt, on which, as on their only ſolid baſis, the ſtrength and 
proſperity of nations reſt. 


* In the faithful diſcharge of my duty to his Majeſty, it ſhall be 
my ſtudy to call io my Councils thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed and 
known for their wiſdom, their integrity, and their talents—and 
_ who poſſeſs the confidence of his Majeſty's People. Aſſiſted by 
their advice, and availing myſelf of their ſupport, T truſt that I ſhall 
'be enabled to promote the firſt wiſhes of his Majeſty's heart, by 
ſecuring the full and cordial union of all his ſubjects, as the ſureſt 
means of ſecuring their happineſs. On your parts I ſhall rely for 
correſponding ſentiments, and that you will evince, by more than 
profeſſions, that you are determined to make common cauſe with a 
brave, loyal, and free People, in oppoſing all the enemies of his 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government, in guarding againſt all encroach- 
ments on our excellent Conſtitution, and in preſerving the internal 
peace and tranquility of your country.” 


„ 
* 
On Thurſday, February the 19th. Lieutenant Colonel Of Reilly, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Plunkett, and Lieut. Col. Doyle, waited on 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, at the Caſtle, with the 


following Addreſs from the Cathilics of the County of 
WESTMEATH: 


To his Excellency, Wm. Earl FITZWILLIAM, Lord 
Lieut. General, and General Governor of Ireland. 


Ac it pleaſe your Excellency 
W E, his Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful ſubjects, the 
Catholics of the county Weſtmeath, at all times ſenſible 
of the benevolent diſpoſition of our beloyed Sovereign towards his 
Catholic ſubjects of Ireland, feel our gratitude (if poſſible) in- 
creaſed byahe recent mark which he has been graciouſly pleaſed 
to give us, in common with our fellow ſubjeQs, of his paternal 
care and attention for our welfare, by appointing your Excellency 
to the government of this kingdom. It is from a Nobleman of your 
Excellency's diſpoſition and liberal feelings, who imitates the vir- 
tues, as he repreſents the character of our revered Sovereign, who 
like him wiſhes to unite, and make completely happy all deſcrip- 
tions of people—and whoſe good ſenſe will direct him to accompliſh 
the end, which his benevolence ſuggeſts, that we look up with 
confidence for meaſures that will inſure permament happi- 
neſs ta our country. We feel too ſtrongly the bleſſings of being 
governed by the beſt of Princes, and the benefits arifing from our 
excellent Conſtitution, not to entertain ſentiments of the moſt ardent - 
loyalty to the perſon and family of thę one, and devoted attatch- 
ment to the principles of the other. 


We have long ſeen with admiration the many and great advan- 
tages derived by our ſiſter kingdom, from the ſtriQt obedience and 
great reſpect there paid to the laws—we are therefore determined 
to uſe our beſt endeavours and utmoſt exertions to promote the 
ſame in this country, and will at all times, (when called upon) 
cheerfully ſtand forward to co-operate with your Excellency's go- 
vernment, in rendering effectual ſuch meaſures as the wiſdom of 
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Parliament may dire& for ſupporting our happy Conſtitution, and 
preſerving the peace and good order of the country. 


We beg leave to aſſure your Excellency, that our declarations 
(which are dictated by our hearts) are ſincere and unqualified. 
Our reliance on your Excellency's wiſdom, integrity, and liberality 
is implicit. We have not the moſt diſtant idea of ſuggeſting terms; 
but we ſhould confider ourſelves as wanting to our feelings, did 
we not expreſs to your Excellency a confident hope thatHhould the 
Legiſlature in its wiſdom, enable us to enjoy the full advantages 
of our Conſtitution, in common with all our fellow ſubjects, we 
ſhould not be found unworthy of ſo generous a mark of its con- 


fidence and liberality. _ 
PATRICK DOWDALL, Sec. 


To which his Excellency was pleaſed to return 15 2 
an.. | 


GENTLEMEN, 


I cannoT too often expreſs the entire ſatisfaction I ſecl at the 
repeated proofs, which I daily receive of the toyalty and zeal of 
his Majeſty's Catholic ſubjects of Ireland. I beg yon to aſſure the 
Gentlemen who have deputed you to preſent this Addreſs, that 1 


am equally thankful to them as to the other bodies of their bre-. 


thren, who have already come forward with fimilar profeſſions. 


They will find me not unmindful of the confidence they repoſe in 
me. As far as depends on my co-operation with the wiſdom and 
Jiberality of the Legiſlature, I ſhall neither fruſtrate their hopes, 
nor diſappoint their expeQations, 
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Yo U ſhall ſwear to be a true and faithful ſervant unto the 
King's Majeſty, as one of his Majeſty's Privy Council, You ſhall 
not know, or underſtand of any manner of Thing to be attempted 
done, or ſpoken, againſt bis Majeſty's Perſon, Honour, Crown or 
Dignity Royal, but you ſhall lett and withſtand the ſame to the 
| Uttermolt of your Power, and either cauſe in to be revealed to bis 
Majeſty hiuiſelf, or to ſuch of the Privy Council, as ſhall advertiſc 
his Majeſty of the ſaine. You ſhall in all things to be moved 
treated and debated in Conneil, faithfully and truly declare your 
mind and opinion according to your Heart and Conſcience, and 
ſhall keep ſecret all matters committed and revealed unto you, or 
that ſhall be treated of ſecretly in Council, and if any of the ſaid 
Treaties or Councils ſhall touch any of the Couſellors you ſhall 
not reveal it unto him, but ſhall keep the ſame until ſuch time as by 
the Conſent of his Majeſty, or of the Concil publication ſhall be 


— 
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made thereof, You ſhall to your nnd bear Faith and Allegi- 
ance unto the King's Majeſty,.— And hall affift and defend all 
Juriſdictions, Preheminences and Authorities, granted to his Majefly 
and annexed to the Crown 94 of Parliament, or otherwiſe, againſt 
all foreign Princes, Perus, Prelates, States, and Potentates.” 
And generally in all things you ſhall do as a faithful and true 
ſervant ought to do to his Majeſty, So help you God, and the holy 
contents of this Book. 


N. B.— The part of the Oath printed in Italics, was eraſed by 


James the ſecond, and was reſtored at the Revolution by William 
the IIId. 


3 * 
N 
3 
2 Fi — 
—— ——— 
* re A 0%, tat ow 


© — — . 
— —— — gs 
ĩ—— ——— 
_ — 2 — 
ry r — 
„„ 2 
* 


C ˙t᷑wt.̃²˙bL1ʃ]7˙⁰w! . ² mn RE ND 
. a 2 2 res 


” - rn 


— — 
— 

2 

— 


— a” ——— — — 2223 % 


— 


— 


